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Multi-Agency Approach to reducing water pressure in Bathpool
20th October 2023 at 11.30am
Brittons Ash Community Hall, Bridgwater Road, Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8FT

Notes
In attendance:
Cllr Alan Hall (Chair for meeting) – West Monkton Parish Council Vice Chair
Cllr Stuart Haskins – West Monkton Parish Council Chair
Cllr Norman Cavill – West Monkton Parish Council and Somerset Council
Kevin Perry – Bathpool Flood Warden
Mark Baker – Quantock Hills AONB
Ross Edwards – Environment Agency
Ada Myers and Oli Etherington – FWAG SW
Cllr Ray Tully and Marcus Prouse – Taunton Town Council
Cllr Paul Townsend – Kingston St Mary Parish Council
Andrew Williams – Creech St Michael Parish Council
Cllr Kate Wilson – Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council
Bel Deering and Paul Elliston – SRA Community Engagement
Cllrs Alan Bradford and Julian Taylor – North Petherton Town Council
Amy Shepherd – West Monkton Parish Council Clerk (Note taker) 


1. Introductions and apologies
Cllrs Haskins and Hall welcomed everyone to the meeting and round the table introductions took place.
Apologies were received from John Southwell – Environment Agency, Warren Leavens – Hestercombe, John Rowlands – SRA, Craig Daters – Somerset Council, Emmaline Kay – Somerset Council LCN Team, Philip Spencer – North Petherton Town Council, Alasdair Maxwell – Environment Agency, Alys Lambert – Environment Agency and Iain Porter – Quantock Hills AONB.

2. Hestercombe LCN feedback / links and potential to widen the area
Cllr Stuart Haskins, Chair of the Hestercombe LCN provided an overview of the recent Hestercombe LCN meeting.  It was clear at the meeting that flooding is an issue for all of the LCN area and it was agreed at the LCN meeting that the invitation to this meeting would be extended to all parishes within the LCN area.
Ada Myers confirmed that mapping exercises had taken place for the Kingston stream. The next step would be to look for flooding mitigation opportunities and to develop a report. FWAG to work with Kingston St Mary PC to do this.
Further maps to be developed for the other areas within the LCN area to provide an overall picture for the Hestercombe LCN area.

3. Area Analysis Report – Ada Myers (FWAG)
Ada Myers gave a presentation providing a report on the Dyers Brook / Allens Brook / Maidenbrook streams: 


The next steps in respect of the opportunities highlighted in the report are:
1. Engage with the landowners to see if the proposed measures are feasible and viable.
2. Identify the funding available and make necessary applications.
3. Delivery of measures (timescales for implementation will depend on the measure and ground conditions).
Ada confirmed that a FWAG Advisor has been identified to engage with each farmer / landowner. 
Cllr Norman Cavill confirmed that Hill Farm is on board with the proposed measures. Ross Edwards confirmed that he has the contact details for Vollis Farm should they be required. Cllr Hall confirmed that Hestercombe are on board with the proposed measures.
It was noted that it would be beneficial to get the proposed measures in as soon as possible so that they could act as a showcase for the wider area.
It was noted that other areas in the LCN are affected by other streams and water flows. It was agreed to develop a similar report for all of the areas covered by the Hestercombe LCN area, using the report already developed as a pilot.
Ada confirmed that flow paths are available for all areas in the Hestercombe LCN to share with the group.  These can be used to identify the high-risk areas to ensure that proposed measures are effective.
It was agreed that it would be useful to develop a spreadsheet / database for all proposed measures being taken forward for the area. Cllr Hall to develop.
Cllr Haskins raised the different landowners on the Quantock Hills AONB including the Forestry Commission, National Trust and Farmers and asked if there was a mechanism available for them to talk to each other. Mark Baker, Quantock Hills AONB confirmed that Management Groups exist and that a network of contacts is available.
Mark Baker provided an overview of the Landscape Recovery Grant and confirmed the intention of the Quantock Hills AONB to apply for funding this year.  The grant is available for things like nature recovery, flood resilience and soil health /retention. The projects taken forward will indirectly impact positively on flood mitigation.

4. Wessex Water Forward Plan
It was noted that a representative of Wessex Water was not present at the meeting. Clerk to follow up the Wessex Water Forward Plan and circulate a copy by email when it is received.

5. Funding opportunities including NFM Programme
Ada Myers confirmed that FWAG work is funded through the SRA and Wessex Water. If funding isn’t available from these sources, then the Government NFM programme is available and an application for funding could be made.
A discussion took place and it was noted that the deadline for an expression of interest for the NFM grant funding is 10th November 2023. Once an expression of interest is registered support is available to build up the application.
It was noted that Ben Thorne at FWAG is the lead in respect of NFM and Ali Maxwell is the lead at the Environment Agency.
It was agreed that an expression of interest should be developed for funding from the NFM for the proposed measures for the whole of the LCN area. Clerk to contact the Hestercombe LCN Team to see if capacity is available to support the completion of a funding application.
Other funding opportunities were discussed including Entrade and other private organisations that might be interested in supporting the proposed measures.
Bel Deering and Paul Elliston, SRA confirmed that the SRA would welcome an application for funding and that this project could work as a good pilot across Somerset for developing community resilience. 

6. Permanent pump at Bathpool update
An update in respect of the permanent pump at Bathpool was provided by John Southwell, Environment Agency in advance of the meeting:
“I am continuing to work with other Environment Agency colleagues on delivery of the Bathpool pumping upgrade works, utilising the Hartnell’s S106 monies, although progress has been painfully slow with our suppliers since our last meeting. We have however appointed a project manager, and are initiating some Legal and Estates type work as preliminaries this year. I know that WMPC want this done sooner, but we will need to go through the normal process for these works and do our best to catalyse the outcomes”.
A discussion took place about walls being built by local residents near to the old River Tone. Ross Edwards, Environment Agency confirmed that communities need to take ownership / responsibility for flood mitigation and protecting their properties. The Environment Agency can only help to manage the issue.
It was noted that resource packs are available for local residents about how to protect homes. It was suggested that this information should be shared with local residents as much as possible.

7. Next steps
FWAG to move forward with working with landowners regarding potential mitigation projects.
Approach developed for Dyers Brook, Allens Brook and Maidenbrook Stream to be widened across the LCN area.
Grant funding application to be developed for NFM funding for initiatives for the whole of the LCN area and other funding opportunities to be looked into including from Wessex Water and Entrade. Support with this element available from Ali Maxwell, Environment Agency and Ben Thorne, FWAG.

8. Any Other Business
Bel Deering, SRA stated that support is available at Somerset Council Civil Contingencies Unit to build community resilience.
Paul Townsend, Kingston St Mary PC raised flash flooding in KSM and asked if this could be a separate workstream of the Group. Ada Myers confirmed that Kingston St Mary mapping work had been done; the opportunities for mitigation now need to be identified.
Mark Baker, Quantock Hills AONB raised that there is an ongoing project until 2025. Farming in protected landscapes, climate and flood resilience are all part of the project. £100-200k available each year to spend. If farmers are interested Quantock Hills AONB would be glad to hear from them. Quantock Hills AONB to keep the group appraised of any other funding opportunities that become available.
Ada Myers, FWAG reported that she is leaving FWAG to move to Devon. FWAG Advisors are in place to take the project forward. Oli Etherington will be picking up Ada’s work.

9. Date of next meeting
The date for the next meeting was not set but it was agreed to arrange a meeting around December time.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting ended at 12.50pm.
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Baselining and NFM Opportunity Mapping
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Finding sites: Keep it local:

* Aim for systematic but be opportunistic * Connection between local issues and local
 Compromise on ideals solutions o
 Start small and build up sites over years ) ?n%tntgy;oe something in it for farmer (e.g.
* Work with neighbours  Work with established FWAG advisers
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Upper catchment

* Land use: Mixture of arable and improved grassland

* Topography: Areas of steeper ground e.g. around stream
features

* Soil type: Deep sandy

Middle catchment

e Land use: Mixture of arable, improved grassland, and
woodland

* Topography: Steep

* Soil type: Deep sandy

Lower catchment

* Land use: Mixture of arable and improved grassland

* Increased urban development

* Topography: Relatively flat

e Soil type: Primarily deep red loam to clay some silty over red
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* The catchment was split into 4 sub-catchment streams
e Options suggested on the following slides are subject to
landowner participation and site constraints e.g.
* Pre-existing land agreements e.g. Countryside Stewardship
Designations/ priority habitats
Ecology/ species presence
Archaeological features
Public rights of way

* Not all completed works have been mapped e.g. countryside
stewardship agreements. A few examples have been provided
for reference.

* NFM opportunities should be fully explored with the
landowner through a 1:1 session with a FWAG aduviser.
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* Reported issues:
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Potential infrastructure changes e.g.
guttering to capture roof runoff

Potential roadside ditch clearance

Blocked drains and ditches- clear and look
at land use from fields above drain to see
where sediment is coming from
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Completed: Country Park- 4x leaky
woody dams (2022)

Part completed: tree planting

Key

Issue

Completed project

Potential project






= 3. Maidenbrook East
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* Land use: mixture of arable, improved grassland and woodland

* Landowners:

Great Howell Farm

Volis Farm

Yalaway Farm

Hestercombe House and Farm
Hill Farm

Gotton Farm

Glebe Farm
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Pyrland Farm

* Reported issue areas:
a) Road being eroded — around a 2ft drop at the side of the road and potentially undercutting the road

b) Cheddon Fitzpaine- Localised flooding on road in village as well as house and garden of Glebe Farm — highways
report 132.

c) Cheddon Fitzpaine- Basement flooding at The Old Vicarage
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* Land use: mixture of arable, improved grassland and woodland

 Landowners:
1. Volis Farm
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Gotton Farm
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Hestercombe House and Farm
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Next steps

* Highways and community to identify priority areas where there are key issues
(e.g. regular flooding/ blocked drains/ sediment issues), for example:

* Lodes Lane Kingston St Mary— SCC drainage scheme outcome?- highways report 143

. %\deon Fitzpaine- Localised flooding on road in village and Glebe Farm- highways report

» Explore options that might be available on community land (e.g. Maidenbrook
Country Park). Discuss designs, consents, funding etc...

 FWAG to ground truth flow pathways and complete a targeted walkover during
high rainfall event.

* FWAG advisers to approach key landowners to discuss opportunities, designs,
funding etc...

* Ada to share resource pack which identifies actions that homeowners
/communities can take to reduce flood risk. (Currently in development).

* Baseline/opportunity map Kingston St Mary Catchment.
~
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